Table Talk

Spiritual conversation starters for families

Matthew 4: 12-25:  Week of January 15, 2012
How would you react if Jesus asked you to leave everything you knew to follow him?
What did it mean when Jesus told Peter and Andrew that he would make them “fishers of men”?

What did Jesus do when the people brought those who were sick to him?

Do you believe that Jesus can still heal sickness and diseases?

Is there anything in your life that would like to ask Jesus to heal in you?

Why did so many people follow Jesus?  What would it take for you to follow Jesus today?

Family Activity:
As a family, visit someone who is sick or discouraged in your neighborhood, a hospital, or a nursing home.  Take time to pray with them to show them the love and hope that is found in Jesus Christ.  When visiting someone who is sick, your presence and caring heart means so much more than the words you say in conversation or prayer.
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Digging Deeper

Sermon follow up study for individuals, couples, and groups
Matthew 4: 12-25:  Week of January 15, 2012

How does Jesus react to John's imprisonment?

How had the people been living in darkness (vs.16)?  What was Jesus' message?  What is the relationship between repentance, the kingdom of heaven, and the light?

What invitations does Jesus give to these fishermen?  What seems unusual about their response?  What prior knowledge of Jesus do you think they had (vs. 13, 17)?  How might Zebedee have felt (vs. 22)?

From how far away are the crowds coming (vs. 23-25)?  What needs today have?  What are they learning about God's kingdom?

How has coming to know Jesus been like moving from darkness to light for you?

In what ways does God's kingdom seem present now for you?  In what ways does it seem “not yet”?

If you are in the crowds, what would you have asked Jesus to heal for you?  What kind of issue would you like him to remove from your life to help you live a better life?
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